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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leominster  and  W igmore 
Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  1948,  which  has  been  com¬ 
piled  in  accordance  with  Circular  3/49  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  housing  position  still  remains  acute.  In  addition  to  structural  defects, 
overcrowding  is  present  in  many  homes.  The  position  should  improve,  however, 
for  although  only  a  few  Council  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  work 
has  been  progressing  steadily  at  the  sites  at  Leintwardine,  Brimfield,  Monkland, 
Richard’s  Castle,  and  Luston;  and  these  houses,  when  completed,  should  be  a 
substantial  help  in  alleviating  the  shortage. 

Leintwardine  water  supply,  which  has  been  reported  on  unfavourably  in 
previous  years,  gave  rise  to  considerable  anxiety  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
supply  system  had  broken  down,  and  that  river  water  was  entering  the  main  dis¬ 
tributing  pipe.  The  public  have  been  protected  as  far  as  is  possible  by  chlorinating 
the  supply  and  by  the  issue  of  notices  warning  them  of  the  position,  but  this  is 
an  urgent  problem  which  cannot  be  rectified  by  improvised  measures.  A  supply, 
satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  is  required  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community. 

As  a  result  of  the  public  enquiry  held  at  Kingsland  in  June,  it  was  decided 
that  the  proposed  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village  was  not  justified  on 
account  of  the  expense  involved. 

During  Fhe  year  there  were  outbreaks  of  measles  and  whooping  cough,  each 
infection  claiming  one  life,  while  six  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  wi  th  no  apparent  inter¬ 
relationship,  were  notified. 

In  conclusion,  1  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  willing  help 
and  co-operation  1  have  received  from  Mr.  Bull,  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

M.  J.  PLEYDELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

94,101 

Population 

10,530 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  o!  1948)  according  to  the 

Rate  Books 

3,107 

Rateable  Value 

£47,31 1 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  rate  ... 

£188 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF  THE 

YEAR: 

1  otal 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

200 

107 

93 

(Illegitimate) 

14 

6 

8 

Total 

214 

113 

101 

Still  Births 

8 

4 

4 

Deaths 

128 

61 

67 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of 

1 

— 

1 

Ace  (Legitimate) 

9 

6 

3 

(Illegitimate) 

3 

2 

1 

p'P 

12 

8 

4 

COMPARABLE  DATA  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES, 

1948: 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

20.3 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

17.9 

Still  Birth  rate  (per  1.000  live  and  still  births)  ... 

36.0 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

23.0 

Death  rate  (per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population) 

12.1 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

10.8 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  b.rths) 

56.0 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

34.0 

SECTION  B. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

Laboratory  facilities  continue  to  be  available  at  the  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Hereford,  which  is  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council. 

CLINICS 

There  are  no  clinics  provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  schemes  the  following 
Clinic  facilities  are  available  to  residents  in  the  district:  — 

Child  Welfare  Centre:  In  the  annexe  at  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital, 
every  Friday,  2 — 4  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  :  At  the  County  Council  Hospital,  Hereford,  on  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays. 

Orthopaedic  After-Care  Clinic  :  Organised  on  a  voluntary  basis  and  held  at 
the  Hospital  annexe. 

The  schemes  also  provide  lor  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  Paediatric, 
Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  Eye  Clinics.  During  the  year  a  Speech  Therapist 
has  been  appointed  to  undertake  treatment  of  those  children  suffering  from  speech 
defect.  Children  are  referred  to  these  Clinics  as  and  when  required,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  School  Medical  or  Infant  Welfare  Authority,  or  at  the 
request  of  the  Medical  Practitioner. 
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In  addition  a  minor  ailments  clinic  lor  school  children  is  held  twice  a  week, 
on  Mondays  and  hridays  lrom  10 — II  a.m.,  at  the  annexe  at  the  Cottage  Hospital. 

The  object  of  this  clinic  is  to  give  treatment  for  minor  medical  conditions  before 
they  develop  into  anything  more  serious  and  require  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
child’s  own  doctor.  It  is  thus  preventive  in  nature.  The  clinic  also  serves  a  useful 
purpose  in  that  regular  supervision  can  be  maintained  over  children  with  defects — 
such  as  visual  and  Orthopaedic  defects — and  is  thus  of  assistance  to  the  Education 
Authority. 


1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  G.  E.  Bull,  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council,  for  the 
following  Statement  (Section  C  to  E)  furnished  under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside 
London)  Regulations. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

In  view  of  the  unfavourable  results  of  the  analysis  of  water  samples  al 
Leintwardine  Village,  a  new  chlorinating  plant  was  installed  at  the  Pump  Houst 
during  the  course  of  the  year.  Shortly  afterwards,  it  was  ascertained  that  tha 
supply  was  being  polluted  by  crude  river  water.  Public  notices  were  posted  up 
in  the  village  and  distributed  by  post,  warning  the  inhabitants  that  the  water 
supply  was  polluted  and,  although  chlorinated,  could  only  be  rendered  completely 
safe  lor  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  by  boiling.  This  state  of  affairs  continued 
until  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  other  districts,  the  situation  during  the  year  has  remained  much  the  same 
as  in  previous  years. 


WATER  SAMPLING 


76  Samples  of  water  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Laboratory  with  the  following 


results:  41  Satisfactory  and  35  unsatis 
served  by  wells,  only  a  few  parishes  t 

WlGMORE  . 

Adforton  . 

Brampton  Bryan  . 

Leintwardine  . 

Kinton  Supply 
Whitton  Supply 
Pump  Houses 


factory.  The  major  part  of  the  district  is 
eing  favoured  with  a  piped  supply. 

62  houses  on  standpipe. 

25  houses  on  standpipe. 

24  houses  and  school  on  main  supply. 

122  houses  and  school  on  mains. 

10  houses  on  standpipe. 

I  I  houses  on  standpipe. 

7  houses  on  pump  outside  pump  house. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Nothing  of  importance  occurred  during  the  year.  With  the  exception  of  the 
parishes  served  by  sewers,  the  disposal  of  sewerage  is  effected  through  septic 
tanks  or  by  burial  in  the  earth. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

No  pollution  was  reported  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

House  to  house  collection  throughout  the  district  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  this  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 

DISINFECTION  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

30  Inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  infectious 
disease  and  disinfection  was  carried  out  at  10  houses  and  one  school. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  various  Acts  and  Orders  including  the 
factories  Acts,  and  under  enactments  governing  meat  and  foods. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  oi  the  Area 


No.  of 

Informal 

Statutory 

Notices 

Inspections  under 

Inspections 

Notices 

Notices 

Complied 

Served 

Served 

with 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

320 

105 

91 

bactories 

42 

3 

— 

3 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order  ... 

356 

23 

— 

29 

Bakehouses 

18 

? 

— 

2 

Food  Premises 

154 

7 

— 

1 

Schools 

6 

1 

— 

1 

Water  Supplies 

76 

26 

— 

26 

Infectious  Diseases 

30 

— 

— 

— 

Knackers’  Yard 

15 

1 

— 

1 

Hop-pickers’  Quarters 

22 

2 

— 

2 

1.037 

164 

— 

150 

FACTORIES 

46  Inspections  have  been  made 

at  the  factories  with  and 

without 

mechanical 

power  in  the  district.  The  factories 

without  mec 

hanical  power  are  small,  gener- 

ally  only  employing  two  or  three  persons.  Three 

informal  notices  were 

served  for 

minor  defects.  On  the  whole,  the  regulations  are 

carried  out 

satisfactorily. 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER 

THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Number  o 

1 

Number  of 

Premises 

Register 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1  ,  2. 

3.  4.  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 

by  Local  Authorities 

6 

12 

— 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

14 

32 

3 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  bv  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  out-workers’ 

premises) 

1 

2 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

21 

46 

3 

— 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: 

Number  of 

eases  in  whic 

i  defects 

Number  of 

were  found 

cases  in 

Particulars 

Referred 

which 

1  - 1 1  u  n  d 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offerees  against  the  Act(  not 

including  offences  relating  to  out- 

work) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

5 


NOTICES  ISSUED 

Informal  ...  ...  .  |54 

Statutory  ...  ...  ...  4 


DEFECTS  REMEDIED 

The  following  list  relates  to  major  defects  only,  which  were  remedied,  or  in 
connection  with  which  repairs  were  carried  out : 


Roofs 

...  41 

Dampness 

...  20 

Floors 

...  25 

Drains 

...  23 

Wells  . 

...  26 

New  Sinks  Fitted  ... 

...  17 

Spouting  Repaired 

...  14 

Plastering  Repaired 

...  26 

Dangerous  Walls 

...  25 

Cooking  Accommodation 

...  21 

Pumps  Repaired 

...  4 

Pantries  Provided 

...  7 

Stairs  Repaired 

...  10 

Windows  Repaired 

...  19 

Baths  Fitted 

...  2 

Septic  Tanks  Constructed 

...  14 

Conversion  of  Privies 

...  7 

Wash  Coppers  Repaired 

...  15 

Chimneys  Repaired 

...  25 

W.C.s  provided 

...  8 

W.C.S  repaired 

...  2 

Doors  repaired 

...  10 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  registered  camping  sites  in  the  district.  Some  camps  were  used 
by  organised  parties  to  help  with  the  Harvest.  They  were  inspected  and  no 
nuisance  occurred.  Where  camping  does  occur,  it  is  only  for  a  short  period. 


SECTION  D. — HOUSING 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  by  the  Council  in  1948  were: 

Permanent,  brick:  2.  Temporary:  Nil. 

The  number  built  by  private  persons  was : 

Permanent,  brick:  5.  Temporary:  Nil. 

INSPECTIONS  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  150 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  520 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be.  in  all  respects. 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  105 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  NOTICES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act:  — 

1 .  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  demedied  after 

the  service  of  formal  notices  :  — 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

VAN  DWELLINGS 

There  are  several  dwellings  in  the  district.  They  are  located  in  Abbey  Lane. 
Leintwardine,  and  are  of  the  permanent  type  having  their  own  water  supply  and 
drainage.  They  are  mostly  overcrowded  on  present  standards  and  require  dealing 
with  as  soon  as  possible. 


3 

3 

Nil 
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SECTION  E. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Regular  inspections  were  made  at  the  various  (ood  shops  in  the  district. 
Three  notices  were  served  for  limewashing  and  these  were  complied  with. 

FOOD  CONDEMNED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 


Tinned  Meat  ...  ...  II  lbs.  Tinned  Bacon  13}  lbs. 

,,  Vegetables  ...  35}  lbs.  ..  Syrup  ..  ...  I  lb. 

Milk  ...  ...  73  lbs.  Wheat  Flakes  ...  ...  3  lbs. 

Fruit  .  .  ...  24  lbs.  Peas  ...  112  lbs. 

Fish  ...  2  lbs.  Bacon  ...  243}  lbs. 

'■  Soup  .  22  lbs.  Meat  .  40  lbs. 


Cen  tral  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  Borough  ol  Leominster  Slaughter¬ 
house. 

SECTION  F. — PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

MEASLES.— During  the  year  198  cases  of  measles  were  notified.  These  cases 
occurred  chiefly  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  with  another  sharp  rise 
in  incidence  in  June.  The  children  affected  were  mainly  of  the  4 — 7  years  age 
group,  an  important  factor  since  complications  and  fatalities  from  this  infection 
occur  chiefly  in  toddlers  under  the  age  of  three  years.  One  death  resulted  from 
measles  during  the  year. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. — Of  a  total  of  148  cases  of  whooping  cough  notified 
during  the  year,  ninety-two  occurred  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year,  a  seasonal 
incidence  which  lessens  the  risk  of  pulmonary  complications.  No  special  age  group 
was  affected,  the  cases  being  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  early  years  in  infants 
and  pre-school  children.  This  infection  was  responsible  for  one  fatality. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — Six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 
These  attacks  were  of  varying  severity  and  there  was  no  apparent  relationship 
between  the  cases.  Routine  precaut.onary  measures  were  taken  in  each  case  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  infection. 

POLIO  ENCEPHALITIS. — One  case  of  polio  encephalitis  was  notified  in 
January.  The  patient  was  admitted  to  Hereford  County  Hospital  and  made  an 
uneventful  recovery. 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES,  ACCORDING  TO  AGE 


Disease 

Ace  oi  Patient 

o 

c 

CH 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

1 

o 

1 

<N 

1 

1 

T 

> 

0 

o 

CVJ 

m 

o 

1 

i 

© 

cvi 

O 

Ove 

Unkr 

0 

H 

Measles 

2 

14 

14 

17 

19 

20 

18 

50 

24 

5 

8 

5 

2 

_ 

198 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

1  1 

16 

18 

19 

19 

16 

20 

7 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

148 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

6 

Erysipelas 

Polio-encephalitis 

2 

2 

1 

7 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

As  from  July  5th,  1948,  the  duties  relating  to  diphtheria  immunisation  were 
transferred  to  the  County  Health  Department,  and  the  following  figures  are  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  consent  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Number  of  children  at  31st  December,  1948,  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date  (i.e.  at  any  time  since  January,  1934). 


Age  at 

31.  12.  48 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

1  otal 
under 

15 

Estimated  mid-year 
child  population  1948 

Under 

5 

5-14 

Total 

39- 

34- 

i.e.  Born 

1948 

47 

46 

45 

44 

43 

38 

i 

■j 

in  year 

6 

75 

III 

83 

95 

452 

506 

1328 

939 

1534 

2473 

These  figures  indicate  that  39.4%  of  the  child  population  under  5  years  of  age, 
has  been  immunised  against  diptheria  as  compared  with  36.3°;,  at  the  end  of  1947. 
62.5%  of  the  child  population  of  5-  14  years  has  been  immunised  as  compared  with 
67%  at  the  end  of  last  year;  while  of  the  total  child  population  under  15  years, 
53.7%  has  been  protected  against  diphtheria  by  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

At  the  end  of  1948.  the  Tuberculosis  Register  contained  the  names  of  forty-two 
males  and  twenty-eight  females,  who  normally  reside  in  the  district. 

During  the  year,  sixteen  new  cases  were  notified,  eleven  on  account  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  five  because  of  the  presence  of  the  disease  in  parts 
of  the  body  other  than  the  lungs. 

During  the  same  period,  two  deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
occurred;  two  persons  recovered,  and  six  left  the  district. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (all  ages) 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  (of  the  respiratory  system)  ... 

1 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

— 

1 

1 

19 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

6 

13 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

II 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

4 

7 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Arteries 

29 

24 

53 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 

respiratory  diseases  ... 

7 

5 

12 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  system 

2 

4 

6 

Nephritis 

— 

2 

2 

Maternal  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity  and  Congenital  conditions 
at  birth 

3 

3 

6 

Violence 

3 

2 

5 

All  other  causes 

5 

3 
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